Doo Dah Divers Newsletter_

           


              July 8, 2010 Meeting
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          Date:  Thursday July 8th                      [image: image2.wmf]




   Time: 7:00PM                         




   Place: Marcos Cantina               
                     Program:  “Who Are You”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                   
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               June’s Visitors

We were glad to have Rob & Loni LeForce visit us in June. Hope to see them again.

   Got Dive Club T-shirts??

We are going to have, yeh!!  Kevin Runkle, co-owner of Adventure Sports is supplying the club members with Doo Dah Divers logo T-shirts. A really BIG THANKS goes out to him. 

   The Season for Grandchildren

There are some members that have become new grandparents lately. The ones I know of are Mike & Andi Schomaker, Janet Jones and Ron & Cheryl Fallis are now Great Grandparents (he’s that old, I’m not). Congratulations to all.

   2010 Dive Club Trip [image: image3.wmf]Please check out the Curacao info on the next page.

July
  Program            

“Who Are You” just a fun program this month, Donna wants you to share some interesting information about yourselves, so if she e-mailed you a profile form please fill out as much or as little that you want other members to know and send it back to her. I don’t know what she has planned to do with the info but I guess you need to be there to find out.  

   No meeting in August

Remember there will not be a regular meeting next month because of the Beaver Lake Dive Trip.

Regular meetings will resume on September 9th at Marcos Cantina.

 7th Annual Beaver Lake Trip     
Hosts & Hostesses –

 Gary & Trish VandeBruinhorst

 Mike & Andi Schomaker

Date-

 August 13,14 & 15, 2010

Notify Trish or Andi if you are planning to go and what your ETA will be. Directions and maps will be sent later.
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Club Dive Trip
 Info on 2010
**The date is September 18-25, 2010.
**Island is Curacao (down by Bonaire and Aruba) It is below the hurricane belt so the fall season shouldn’t be a problem.

**The resort is Breezes Resort, Spa & Casino. 

**Breezes is all inclusive, there is a shuttle daily going to Willemstad, non-divers can appreciate that.

**Check out their website SUPERCLUBS.COM or BREEZES.COM for the amenities.

**Book directly with Breezes at 1-877-273-3937,

Talk to Elton at ext. 4784. Mention Gary’s name.

To e-mail Gary: vanderbruin@sutv.com. 

There will be more discussion and info at the meetings in the coming months.

Airfare has gone up some lately but is still pretty reasonable. The ones that are going have booked through Orbitz.
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     Don’t Be Left Behind

        (Condensed from Alert Diver Magazine)

There’s probably nothing more shocking than surfacing from a dive only to realize that the dive boat you came out on is heading over the horizon back to port – without you. Over the past year or so, we’ve heard of a number of instances in which divers have experienced just such a situation, sometimes with dire consequences. Part of being a prepared diver is acknowledging that such situations can and do occur and being ready to prevent or cope with them. If you’ve ever concerned yourself with the prospect of being “left behind,” read on. 

        (Continued from the June Newsletter) 

Safety Sausages

Surface marker buoys, often called safety sausages, are inflatable devices typically used to make a diver more visible after a dive from the dive boat. Field tests have shown that SMBs can be seen from distances of more than a half mile in good daylight conditions, or about five times as far as a diver’s head can be seen when it sticks out of the water.

When it comes to safety sausages and SMBs don’t let anyone tell you that size doesn’t matter. Both size and color are important attributes for these devices, and the bigger it is (both height and diameter), the greater the effect. Independent studies show that the most readily detectible colors are a bright, day-glow yellow and international orange. Quality safety sausages range in price from $20 to more than $80, depending on the size and additional features.

One unique twist on the safety sausage is Aqualung’s SOS (Surface Observations System), developed by renowned photographer Steven Frink to meet the needs of one-handed deployment. Often divers carrying cameras and other equipment have their hands full, making it difficult to deploy a conventional SMB. The SOS, available for less than $100 is compatible with Aqua Lung, SeaQuest and most Technisub BCDs.

Other surface marker buoys are available on the market, DAN, for example has an SMB unit with a lower pressure inflator that clips to the diver’s BCD. Other ingredients in the package include a Wind Storm whistle, signal mirror and chemical light stick.

Pyrotechnics

Sending up a signal flare is a great way to draw attention to your situation. Flares, which work both night and day, can be detected at distances of up to 6 miles. Divers can now buy signal flares that they can carry underwater and then deploy on the surface. 

Signal flares can injure the user, and they also have a limited shelf life. While many can last as long as three years, all flares should be replaced at regular intervals. If you’ve never used a signal flare, practice deploying them before you need to use one for real. Remember once fired will last only for a minute or so, so it’s best to send them up only when there’s a good chance they will be seen.

Check in next month to find out more ways to avoid being “left behind”. 









***

Below are the website hyperlinks where you can obtain current class 

        


             schedules and trip information.

        






***






Adventure Sports






     6130 E. Central, #123, Wichita, KS








(316) 689-8051






http://www.adventuresportskansas.com







***







  Patty Seery





Email: learn2dive@southwinddiving.com





http://www.southwinddiving.com







***






       Pro Ski & Scuba





4031 E. Harry, Wichita, KS







  (316) 684-9738






http://www.proskiandscuba.com







***




Amber Waves Diving Company






209 W. 7th Street, Augusta, KS  67010







(316) 775-6688






www.amberwavesdiving.com






